Writing and the Early Modern Court

English 17000
Professor Cormack

Winter 2003
Goodspeed 302 (ph. 702-8910)

MWF 12:30-1:20 
e-mail: bcormack@uchicago.edu

Cobb 303
Office hours: Th 2:00-4:00/ by appt. 

Required Texts:


Logan, Greenblatt, Lewalski, eds., Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Sixteenth Century and Early Seventeenth Century (Seventh Edition) 

Thomas More, Utopia, eds. Logan and Adams (Cambridge University Press)

William Shakespeare, Macbeth, ed. Orgel (Pelican)

Course packet (available in Classics 10 in week 3)

Course Requirements: 

This course on sixteenth- and early seventeenth-century literature and court culture will combine lectures and seminar-like discussions; its success will depend on your willingness to be engaged by the material and by each other. There is a fair amount of close reading in the course, all of it challenging, so be sure not to fall behind. Above all, be adventurous in your interpretations: take risks, draw connections, ask questions, and engage the texts in their full complexity. 

In order to encourage class discussion, I am asking you across the quarter to write 3 response papers of about 3 pages each. You may choose when between the third and ninth week of the course to submit these; don’t leave them all until the end of the quarter. These papers are intended to give you an opportunity to try out ideas in a somewhat less formal way than in the long paper, and to discover for yourselves patterns or structures or themes uniting the course as a whole. You are free to choose the topics or themes for these papers, but should involve close reading of one text or part of one text. These papers will be graded less strictly than the long paper, but you must take them seriously. 

The midterm will consist primarily of identifications; the exam will not be difficult if you have come to class and done the readings.

The long paper (10 pages) should consider texts from both the Tudor and Stuart periods, and attempt to analyze in a focused way one of the formal or thematic traditions that we consider together. Although I will not read drafts of your essays, I am happy to meet with you to look over outlines and discuss ideas. I recommend that you start thinking about possible paper topics no later than the fourth week of class. 

The midterm and class participation (including the short papers) will each account for roughly 30% of your grade, the longer paper for 40%.
Writing and the Early Modern Court
Week 1
Henry VIII: Service
M
1/6
Thomas Wyatt, “In Spayn” (handout)

W
1/8
Thomas More, Utopia, Preliminary material and Book I

F
1/10
Thomas More, Utopia, Books I and II

Week 2
Henry VIII and Elizabeth I: Negotiations
M
1/13
Thomas Wyatt, selected poems (NA 525-537)

W
1/15
Thomas Hoby, from Castiglione’s The Courtier (NA 577-593)



Roger Ascham, from The Schoolmaster (NA 563-569)

F
1/17
George Gascoigne, “Woodmanship” (NA 601-605)

Week 3
Elizabeth I: Love 

M
1/20
Elizabeth I, selected poems and letters (NA 594-597) 

Philip Sidney, from Astrophil and Stella (NA 916-931)

W
1/22
Philip Sidney, from Astrophil and Stella (NA 916-931)

Philip Sidney, from The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia (NA 911-916)

F
1/14 
Philip Sidney, from Astrophil and Stella (NA 916-931)



Philip Sidney, from The Defense of Poesy (NA 933-954)
Week 4
Elizabeth I: Knights Errant
M
1/27
Edmund Spenser, The Shephearde’s Calendar, “October” (NA 616-622);“Aprill”

(handout)

W
1/29
Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, from Book I (NA 628-772)

F
1/31 
Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, from Book II (NA 763-783)



Thomas Nashe, from The Unfortunate Traveler (NA 1204-1207)
Week 5
Elizabeth I: Authority
M
2/3
Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, from Book  III (NA 783-863)

Elizabeth I, selected speeches (NA 597-600)

W
2/5
Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, from Book  III (NA 783-863)

 

F 
2/7 
Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, from Book  III (NA 783-863)

Week 6`
Elizabeth I and James VI and I: Gaels
M 
2/10
Undergraduate break 

W
2/12
Edmund Spenser, Colin Clouts Come Home Again (handout)



Ben Jonson, The Irish Masque at Court (handout)

F
2/14
Midterm (Identifications)

Week 7
James VI and I: Kingship

M
2/17
William Shakespeare, Macbeth
W 
2/9
William Shakespeare, Macbeth
F
2/21
William Shakespeare, Macbeth


Week 8
James VI and I: Praise

M
2/24
Ben Jonson, selected poems (NA 1393-1418)



Ben Jonson, The Forest (handout)

W
2/26
Ben Jonson, The Masque of Blackness (NA 1294-1303)



Francis Bacon, “Of Masques and Triumphs” (NA 1539)

F
2/28 
Ben Jonson, masques and poetry
Week 9
James VI and I and Charles I: Illusion 
M
3/3
Thomas Carew, Coelum Britannicum (handout)



Francis Bacon, from The New Atlantis (NA 1548-1552)

W
3/5
Robert Herrick, from Hesperides (NA 1643-1655)



Thomas Carew, selected poems (NA 1656-1664)

F
3/7 
Thomas Carew and Robert Herrick, poems
Week 10
Rebellion

M
3/10
John Milton, Comus (handout)
W
3/12
John Milton, “To the Lord General Cromwell” (NA 1813)

Andrew Marvell, “The Garden”; “An Horatian Ode”, “Upon Appleton House”

(NA 1698-1724)
Week 11

Tu
3/18
FINAL PAPER DUE

4

