Spenser and Shakespeare:

Literary Models in Late Elizabethan England
English 16200/362000
Bradin Cormack

Spring 2003
Goodspeed 302 (ph. 702-8910)

MW 3:00-4:20 
e-mail: bcormack@uchicago.edu

Cobb 110
Office hours: W 11-1 / by appointment

Required Texts:

Edmund Spenser, The Shorter Poems, ed. Richard McCabe (Penguin)

Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, ed. Thomas Roche (Penguin)


William Shakespeare, The Complete Poems, ed. Colin Burrow (Oxford)

William Shakespeare, Love’s Labor’s Lost, ed. H.R. Woodhuysen (Arden)

William Shakespeare, As You Like It, ed. Frances Dolan (Pelican)

William Shakespeare, Richard II, ed. Frances Dolan (Pelican)

Course Requirements: This course on Spenser and Shakespeare will combine seminar-like discussions and short lectures. Its success will depend on your willingness to be engaged by the material and by each other. There is a fair amount of reading in the course, all of it challenging, so be sure not to fall behind. Above all, be adventurous in your interpretations: take risks, draw connections, ask questions, and engage the texts in their full complexity.

You should come to class prepared to talk about the texts assigned for that day and also, as the course proceeds, about the connections between the day’s readings and readings completed earlier in the quarter. Be sure to read the interpretive notes by the editors, whether at the back of the book or the bottom of the page. There will be three written exercises due in weeks 3,5 and 7. There will also be two in-class quizzes, for which no preparation will be required, so long as you have done the reading.

The final paper (10 pages) may be on a topic of your choice, but it must provide close readings of more than one text; and it should attempt to analyze in a focused manner one of the formal or thematic traditions we will be considering together. Although I will not read drafts of your essays, I am happy to meet with you to look over outlines and discuss ideas. I recommend that you start thinking about possible paper topics for the final paper no later than the fourth week of class. 

The short exercises will account for 30% of your final grade. Class preparation and participation will account for 20%, and the final paper for 50%. 

Spenser and Shakespeare
Week 1
 
Two Careers
M
3/31
Introduction: Court and City
W
4/2
Edmund Spenser, Astrophel (1595), including “Lay of Clorinda”

William Shakespeare, “Venus and Adonis” (1593)

Burrow, Introduction, pp. 1-40

Week 2
Lyric and Narrative
M
4/7
Edmund Spenser, Amoretti and Epithalamion (1595), sonnets 1-30



William Shakespeare, Sonnets (1609), sonnets 1-20

Burrow, Introduction, pp. 91-138

W
4/9
Edmund Spenser, Amoretti, sonnets 30-89

William Shakespeare, Sonnets, 21-126

Week 3
 
Narrative Closure

M
4/14
William Shakespeare, Sonnets, 127-154

W
4/16
Edmund Spenser, “Epithalamion”



William Shakespeare, “A Lover’s Complaint”



Burrow, Introduction, pp. 138-46 

F
4/18
First exercise due at my office (Goodspeed 302) by 12:30 pm.

Week 4
 
Language  and Learning

M
4/21
William Shakespeare, Love’s Labor’s Lost (1598)


W
4/23
William Shakespeare, Love’s Labor’s Lost
Week 5
 
 The Language  of Poetry

M
4/28
 Edmund Spenser, Shephearde’s Calender (1579), Prefatory material, “Januarye” 




“Aprill,” “June,” “October”  and “December”

W
4/30
 Edmund Spenser, Colin Clouts Come Home Againe (1595)

F
5/2
Second exercise due at my office (Goodspeed 302) by 12:30 pm.

Week 6
 
Pastoral

M
5/5
William Shakespeare, As You Like It (c. 1599-1600)

W 
5/7 
William Shakespeare, As You Like It
Week 7
 
Balance

M
5/12
Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene II (1590)

W 
5/14
Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene II

F
5/16
Third exercise due at my office (Goodspeed 302) by 12:30 pm.


Week 8
 
Imbalance

M
5/19
Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene II

W
5/21
William Shakespeare, Richard II (1597)

Week 9
 
England

M
5/26
William Shakespeare, Richard II 

W
5/28
Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene VI(1596)


Week 10
Courtesy

M
6/2
Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene VI (1596)

W
6/4
Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene VI 

Week 11


Tu
6/10
FINAL PAPER DUE (no extensions)

