English Poetry

from Wyatt to Milton

English 17500
Bradin Cormack

Winter 2002
Goodspeed 302 (ph. 702-8910)

Tu Th 3:00-4:20 
e-mail: bcormack@uchicago.edu

Cobb 112
Office hours: T 12:30-2:30/ by appt. 

Required Texts:


Philip Sidney, Defence of Poesie, ed. Elizabeth Poerges-Watson (Everyman) 

Edmund Spenser, The Shorter Poems, ed. Richard McCabe (Penguin)

William Shakespeare, Shakespeare’s Sonnets, ed. Stephen Booth (Yale)

Ben Jonson, The Complete Poems, ed. George Parfitt (Penguin)

John Milton, The Complete Poems, ed. John Leonard (Penguin)

The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse, eds. David Norbrook and H.R. Woodhuysen (Penguin)

Course Requirements: 

This course on sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English poetry will combine lectures and seminar-like discussions; its success will depend on your willingness to be engaged by the material and by each other. There is a fair amount of close reading in the course, all of it challenging, so be sure not to fall behind. Above all, be adventurous in your interpretations: take risks, draw connections, ask questions, and engage the texts in their full complexity. In respect of this last point, although there may be no absolute distinction between, for example, subject matter and style, or text and context, it is nonetheless always useful to begin a close reading of a poem by approaching the whole in terms of its analytical parts.

In order to encourage class discussion, I am asking you to write a short essay of about two pages for the Tuesday class each week, starting in the third week. These papers are not intended to keep tabs on you, but rather to give you an opportunity to try out ideas in a somewhat less formal way than in the long paper, and to discover for yourselves patterns or structures or themes uniting the course as a whole. Each paper should be a close reading of one poem or, if you think a comparison helps you make your point, two poems. You will want to identify the poem’s forms, and to show how the poet’s use of  meter, form, imagery, diction etc. shape the poem’s “argument.” These papers will be graded less strictly than the long paper, but you must take them seriously.

The long paper (10 pages) should consider texts from both the Tudor and Stuart periods, and attempt to analyze in a focused way one of the formal or thematic traditions that we consider together. Although I will not read drafts of your essays, I am happy to meet with you to look over outlines and discuss ideas. I recommend that you start thinking about possible paper topics no later than the fourth week of class. 

The midterm and class participation (including the short papers) will each account for roughly 30% of your grade, the longer paper for 40%.

English Poetry From Wyatt to Milton
All references to Norbrook’s  anthology are to poem number
Week 1
 
Renaissance Poetry
Th
1/3
Thomas Wyatt, “They fle from me” (Norbrook 53)

Week 2
Eros: Lyric (Introduction)
Tu
1/8
David Norbrook, Introduction to The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse 

Thomas Wyatt, selected poems (Norbrook 53-56)



Thomas Howard, “The soote season” (Norbrook 57)



Isabella Whitney, “I.W. to her unconstant Lover” (Norbrook 60) 



Elizabeth I, selected poems (Norbrook 13, 20)

Th
1/10
Philip Sidney, Defence of Poesie (pp. 83-129)



Ben Jonson, from Discoveries (on poetry) (pp. 425-426, 444-446)

John Donne, selected poems (Norbrook 96, 132-137, 188, 350)

Ben Jonson, Underwoods 2, 8,9 (pp. 126-135, 140)

Week 3
 
Eros: Lyric (The Sonnet)

Tu
1/15
Edmund Spenser, Amoretti (selection TBA)

Th
1/17
Philip Sidney, Astrophil and Stella (selection TBA)

Week 4
 
Eros: Lyric (The Sonnet)
Tu
1/22
 Shakespeare, Sonnets 1-90 (pp. 4-79)

Th
1/24
 Shakespeare, Sonnets 91-154 (pp. 78-133)

Week 5
 
Eros: Lyric (The Sacred) 
Tu
1/29
Mary Sidney, selected translations (Norbrook 336-338)



Fulke Greville, selected poems (Norbrook 262-264)

John Donne, selected poems (Norbrook, 256-261) 



Ben Jonson, Epigrams 22, 45, “To Heaven” (pp. 41, 48, 119)

Th
1/31
Robert Herrick, selected poems (Norbrook 322-324)

George Herbert, selected poems (Norbrook 276-286)



John Milton, sonnets 7, 15, 16, 19, “On the New Forcers of Conscience” (pp. 35, 84ff.)

Richard Crashaw, selected poems (Norbrook 291-293)

Henry Vaughan, selected poems (Norbrook 299-302, 328)

Katherine Philips, selected poems (Norbrook 329-330)

Week 6
 
The Idea of Pastoral
Tu 
2/5
Edmund Spenser, Shepheardes Calender, preface  and “January” to “May” (pp. 23-86)
Th
2/7
Edmund Spenser, Shephearde’s Calender, “June” to “December” (pp. 87-156)

Week 7
 
Versions of Pastoral 

Tu
2/12
MIDTERM EXAM
Th 
2/14
Edmund Spenser, “Colin Clouts Come Home Again” (pp. 343-371)

Andrew Marvell, selected poems (Norbrook 215-217) 

John Milton, “Lycidas” (pp. 41-46)

Week 8
 
Social Situations (Court, Friendship, Reading)

Tu
2/19
Ben Jonson, from Discoveries (on wit in poetry) (pp. 394-398) 

Thomas Wyatt “In Spayn,” “Myn owne John poyntz” (Norbrook 6, 487)

George Gascoigne, “Gascoignes woodmanship” (Norbrook 225)

Mary Sidney, “To Queen Elizabeth” (Norbrook 131)

Walter Ralegh, “The Lie” (Norbrook 116)

Ben Jonson, Epigrams 76, 79 (pp. 58-59)

John Donne, “Satire 4” (Norbrook 29)

Th
2/21
Ben Jonson, from Discoveries (on letters) (pp. 439-442)



Samuel Daniel, “To the Lady Lucie” (Norbrook 231)

John Donne, “To Sir Henry Wotton” (Norbrook 228)



Ben Jonson, Epigrams 1, 2, 23, 94, 96, 101 (pp. 35, 41, 66-68, 70)

Week 9
 
Social Situations
Tu
2/26
 Ben Jonson, The Forest (pp. 95-119)

Th
2/28
Aemilya Lanyer, “The Description of Cooke-ham” (Norbrook 189)

Robert Herrick, selected poems (Norbrook 148-153, 205-208)



Thomas Carew, selected poems (Norbrook 154-156)



Edmund Waller, “At Pens-hurst” (Norbrook 240)

Week 10
Love? 

Tu
3/5
John Milton, Paradise Lost, Book 9 (pp. 303-334)

Th 
3/7 
Review Session

Tu
3/12
FINAL PAPER DUE (no extensions)
