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Texts:
Available in the Seminary Co-op bookstore:

De Rerum Natura ed. Smith and Leonard, U Wisc 1942.

The Way Things Are, tr. Rolfe Humphries, Indiana 1968.  (This translation is a required text.)

Epicurus: Letters, Principal Doctrines, and Vatican Sayings, tr. E. M. O’Connor, Prometheus 

1993.


On reserve in Regenstein and available for you to photocopy for personal use:


A. A. Long, Hellenistic Philosophy, Berkeley 1986.


Martha Nussbaum, The Therapy of Desire, Princeton 1994.

Tentative Schedule of Readings
Week 1
M 30 Sep
Introduction: Lucretius, Epicurus, Hellenistic philosophy and Roman poetry

W 02 Oct
1. 1-49

F  04 Oct
1. 50-79

Week 2
M 07 Oct
1. 80-126

W 09 Oct
1. 127-174

F  11 Oct
1. 175-214
Quiz 1.  Discussion: The Way Things Are, Book 1.

Week 3
M 14 Oct
1. 215-264

W 16 Oct
1. 265-297

F  18 Oct
1. 298-328
Quiz 2.
Discussion: A.A. Long, “Epicurus and Epicureanism,” in

 Hellenistic Philosophy, 14-74

Week 4
M 21 Oct
2. 1-61

W 23 Oct
2. 216-262

F  25 Oct
2. 263-283
Quiz 3.
Discussion: The Way Things Are, Book 2.

First recitation from memory (1.1-20) due by the end of fourth week; please stop by my office hour to recite or make an appointment to come at another time.

Week 5
M 28 Oct
2. 284-332

W 30 Oct
3. 1-30, 830-842

F  01 Nov
3. 843-869
Quiz 4.
Discussion: Epicurus, Letter to Herodotus, Principal Doctrines, 

Vatican Sayings
Week 6
M 04 Nov
3. 870-911

W 06 Nov
3. 912-951

F  08 Nov


Midterm examination

Week 7
M 11 Nov
3.952(955) -1010

W 13 Nov
3.1011-1052

F  15 Nov
3. 1053-1094
Quiz 5.
Discussion: The Way Things Are, Books 3-4.

Week 8
M 18 Nov
4. 1-25, 1037-1072

W 20 Nov
4. 1073-1120

F  22 Nov
4. 1121-1140
Quiz 6.
Discussion: The Way Things Are, Books 5-6.

Second recitation from memory (2.1-19) due by the end of eighth week; please stop by my office hour to recite or make an appointment to come at another time.

Week 9
M 25 Nov
4. 1141-1191
Term paper topic (one paragraph) due in class.

W 27 Nov
4. 1192-1217
Discussion: Martha Nussbaum, “Beyond Obsession and Disgust: 

Lucretius on the Therapy of Love,” in Therapy of Desire 140-191.

F  29 Nov
No class meeting (Thanksgiving holiday)

Week 10
M 02 Dec
6. 1138-1214

W 04 Dec
6. 1215-1285

F  06 Dec
No class meeting (Undergraduate reading period)

Term papers (approx. 7 pages) due: Monday 9 Dec by 5:00pm in my box in the Classics lounge

Final examination: Friday 13 December, 10:30-12:30
Composition of final grade
Approximately equal weight will be given to the following five factors: (1) translation and discussion in class, (2) highest 5 quiz grades, (3) midterm examination, (4) term paper and (5) final examination.  The two recitations from memory will not be graded, but you must complete both of them in order to receive a course grade.
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